Bull Hill Guest Ranch - Blog Fall 2025

Sunday September 28

Greetings from the Bull Hill Cookhouse.
Itis 44 degrees on the Cookhouse Porch and there is a strong smell of skunk.

Another adventure begins.
Les and | traveled on Friday leaving Philadelphia in the morning and going through Dallas we were in Spokane by 7:20 pm. We stayed in an
airport motel and then drove up to the ranch on Saturday morning. It was an uneventful cross-country trip. We were at the ranch by 8:30 and
after breakfast, greetings, and some brief organization, we were in the saddles by 10 am. We had brought riding clothes with us and arrived at
the ranch ready to ride.

Along with Tom, Sabine, Carol, Eric, and Jennifer we did a nice 2 hour ride going to School House Point, Fenceline, Trespasser, then up and
over Eagle back to the ranch.

After lunc, Les and I oved |o ur cab for the week and unpacked.
At 1:45 we were back in the saddles and rode up, over, and around Cougar Mountain. Kayla was out wrangler for both rides.

In the late afternoo Aliso, Kyle, theito kids, and Kyle’s parents (Earle and Melora) arrived. It was good to see them and we will enjoy their
company for the week.
Fun time at dinner and at the bar last night. “Everyone” as there except for Tucker and Hailey. We will catch up with them in a day or so.

Of course, the major topic yesterday was the fire.

The first indication we had of fire damage was as we drove up Northport- Flatcreek Road was at the Butorac property. The area behind their
house is often referred to as “Slim’s” and “Slims Overlook”. That area was completely burned, and logging has already begun to salvage
trees. We have been told that lumber salvage needs to begin immediately after a fire. Once the dead trees start to dry out the bugs and
insects move in, and the wood no longer is useful for lumber.

Driving up to the ranch we saw signs of the fire. Trees were still standing but the understory was burned out in several spots. The fire came
close to Joe and Erica’s house and actually reached within a hundred yards or so of the Lonestar Cabin. Standing on the cookhouse porch
very little effects of the fire could be seen yesterday. There was some evidence of the fire along the tree line below Lonestar but that was
aboutit. It was a foggy and smoky day and we could not see to the southwest. We know that the hills burned over that way.

Riding from the ranch out toward Monaghan’s we saw major fire damage. Fenceline and Trespasser were burned. The trail is still there but
there is no understory. Our afternoon ride to Cougar Mountain took us through major burned area. But it was amazing to see that small
bushes and other plants have already started to grow. There is no indication of any fire damage at the lake area. We were told that the “Kelly
Hump”, which as a riding landmark, was flattened to provide equipment access for the firefighters,



| have included two photos | quickly took yesterday as we rode through fire damaged areas. Keep in mind that a great many of the riding
areas did not have damage.

There was major work done by the fire crews on many of the riding trails and | will discuss that tomorrow.

As for the horses....they were turned out as the fire approached. It seems that most, if not all the horses never ventured far from the barn
area. They hung around that area grazing and watching the activity. They did not need to be rounded up after the danger passed. They were
all right by the barn.

The ranch has significantly less cattle on the property this year and that was a good thing. Their instincts kicked in and they all gathered down
by “Shaffer’s Pond” and survived with no problem.

As for the saloon....... Sally Shaffer had ordered a modular home to be delivered and placed near the Saloon. This was to be an all-electric
house that would make life easier for her since Steve is gone. The house was not delivered before the fire, and indications are that she still
plans to have it delivered and she plans to live there. And she plans to rebuild the Saloon. This is all secondhand, unconfirmed information.

Being Sunday, brunch is at 10 am. | will be getting out and birding a bit this morning. That will give me an opportunity to check out other
areas.

Good to be back at the ranch.

Monday September 29

Greetings from the Bull Hill Cookhouse.
Itis 54 degrees on the cookhouse porch this morning. Not real fall weather yet. No stars to be seen, overcast sky.
Rain is expected in the days ahead but we should be OK today.

The ranch stops renting out the tent cabins at this time of the year. Not the most comfortable lodging in colder weather. All of the other
cabins are full and there are 24 guests here. Many of the cabins have just two guests in them. Kids are back in school. Our “group” has 12 of
those guests.

Yesterday we did an unusual ride. Something we have never done before and hopefully will never do again. After the Sunday brunch we set
out to “inspect fire damage”. We started with riding down and through Blizzard. The fire roared through that area and the brush and the trees
on the hillside burned. There are still standing trees but they are or will soon be dead. At this time of the year the grass is usually two to three
feet tall. The fire burned all the grass but you can see the new growth already starting. Then we rode down to Alan Hubbards property. The
house there burned to the ground. The fire seemed to be a bit spotty in that area but his house caught fire. That property has always been a
bit of an eyesore with abandoned items all around. All of the brush on the property burned revealing many more abandoned items that the
brush was covering. Not a scenic location. There is no sign of cleanup work.

Then on to the saloon, or should | say where the saloon was. The area has been cleaned up and logged. The only reference point is the
replica out house that was at the edge of the saloon area. That survived the fire and provides a reference point. New underground power
lines are being installed. A new concrete pad for Sally’s modular home is already in place near where the saloon stood. It is apparent that the
area will be rebuilt.
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Then we worked our way back to the ranch. It was a nice but sobering ride. The fire roared through that area and stopped just short of the
ranch buildings. But there is lots of new growth and things will be OK.

During the fire the ranch only lost power for 24 hours. All of the refrigerated and frozen food was OK. The only thing that was lost was the
fresh produce that was here for guests to eat.

Today we plan on riding to the Moses Overlook for lunch.



Tuesday September 30

Greetings from the Bull Hill Cookhouse.
Itis 50 degrees on the cookhouse porch this morning. There is a very light rain falling but the forecast for today is for a sunny day.
Any rain here is needed but this little bit is not going to help. The trails are very dusty.

Yesterday we rode to the Moses Overlook for lunch. Besides the usual group, Earl and Kyle joined us. Carol chose to do 2 half-day rides. It
was a nice ride out and back. On the way out we were treated to an airshow by a Navy jet. We happened to be in a great location to see it and
we all got great views. As is typical, our ride out was 2 hours and 20 minutes. And as typical the ride back was just over 2 hours. The horses
know when they are headed back.

We started out by heading toward Monahan’s and then dropped down to the valley on the “right hand trail”. Most of this trail has been turned
into a wide road that was a major fire break when the fire was active. The fire break worked. You can see fire damage on the right side of the
road heading down and none on the left side. Two major landmarks at the bottom of the hill are the “Indian Gate” and the crossing of
Rattlesnake Creek. The gate was a 4 foot wide break in a fence line that was at the edge of Indian reservation property. That trail was widened
for fire fighting access and that small gate is gone. The road is wide there now and there is no trace of the fence. The Rattlesnake Creek
Crossing was a wet area where the horses often drank at. This has been replaced by a gravel stretch and a culvert under the road. Itis an
improvement.

Itis good to have Linda and Paul Moneymaker here this week. They are longtime friends and it is great when our visits overlap.

After dinner last night | drove over to the lake area and called in a couple of Great Horned-Owls. | could not get any pictures but | did get
some recordings. Again, this morning | will head out to do some birding before breakfast.

Today we plan on aride to the river for lunch. We will be checking the radar before we set off.

Wednesday October 1

Greetings from the Bull Hill Cookhouse.

Itis 46 degrees on the cookhouse porch this morning. Mostly cloudy but | see some stars in the eastern sky.

We had a bit of drizzle yesterday morning but that cleared out of the area and it was a sparkling afternoon. A brisk breeze made it cool but it
was the end of September. There is still a chance of showers in the next day or so and we should see nights in the 30’s and days in the 60°s.
Seasonable weather.

We did a river ride yesterday for lunch. We went down off the mountain to the east, crossed Rattlesnake Creek at the new culvert crossing,
crossed the wintering pastures, rode past Tucker’s house and dropped down to the river from there. We ate the traditional lunch spot
(picture). Linda Moneymaker rode with us which was a treat.

On the way back up to the ranch we were treated to a flyby of 3 Navy jets at close range. We all got good looks. We came up the hill via Jason
and Iris’s property. It is a steep way up but it is probably the shortest. As we approached the barn we met up with the ride with Carol, Alison,
Kyle, and their two kids. Those kids are doing great. Riding on their own.



This is the time of the year when the ranch needs to round up and ship out the cattle that have grazed in the area for the summer. Tomorrow
(Thursday), 40 pairs are scheduled to be shipped. A pairis a mom and her calf. Brent and Hunter have been working hard to get 40 pairs into
the pasture by Tucker’s. As of right now they have 39 pairs there and will work today to find additional pairs. As Brent says....... those cows are
easy to see and find during the summer but in the fall they are really good at hiding.

Today we plan on doing the traditional loop, past the lake, past where there was a Kelly Hump, past Barton’s Corner, and back to the ranch
via Osprey and Eagle. Will be a nice 2 day ride. We will see what the afternoon brings. Future plans are to do Pepoon Canyon tomorrow and
Rose Ranch on Friday.

There is a nice group of wranglers here this year. Every year they seem to upgrade their staff.

Thursday October 2

Greetings from the Bull Hill Cookhouse.

Itis 46 degrees on the cookhouse porch again this morning. Yesterday had a high in the mid-60 and we can expect a similar day today.

A brief shower went through the area right after lunch yesterday, but it did not amount to anything here. The skies cleared a bit and there was
not as much smoke in the area yesterday. Nice views down the valley.

A large group did a morning ride yesterday. We were in saddles for about 2.5 hours and did a loop north of the ranch. Alison and Kyle’s two
children, ages 4 and 5, did a great job on the ride. They rode all by themselves. We have done this route before, and it was interesting to see
the changes with the wider roads and some fire damage in the area. Yes, the Kelly Hump is gone but the Barton’s Corner sign is still there.
After lunch most of the ladies drove down into Colville to support the local economy. They had a successful trip. | tried to find some ducks on
the river with no luck. Tom did some reading. The Alison, Kyle, their two kids, Earl, and Eric did a short afternoon ride.

If the plan holds up, we will be in the saddles by 9:30 am. Today we will do Pepoon Canyon. A long and enjoyable ride.

John Butorac stopped by the Cookhouse the other night. John is a local and owns property south of the ranch along Northport Flat Creek
Road. The fire swept through his property and while his house and nearby structures survived, over 800 acres of timber that he owned
burned. A contractor is now on site doing salvage lumber work. They are clear cutting the area. John has not decided if he is going to replant
or just let nature take its course.

For the past three nights | have gone out in the late evening looking for owls. The first two nights | heard and saw Great Horned Owls. Last
night | struck out. A few ducks showed up on Ansaldo Lake yesterday. They are migrants but might stay on the lake until it freezes and then
move on.

Another nice sunset last night

Friday October 3

Greetings from the Bull Hill Cookhouse.
Itis 38 degrees on the cookhouse porch this morning. This is the coolest temperature we have experienced on the trip. Fall is here
It should be a nice partly cloudy day today for riding. Yesterday was perfect weather for fall riding

Yesterday seven of us did an all day ride. It was the classic Pepoon Canyon/Sleepy Hollow ride. We were at the barn at 9 and were back to the
barn at about 3:40 pm. Lots of hours in the saddle. Itis a great ride with lots of different types of riding. It includes the famous “uphill” after
lunch at Sleepy Hollow. That particular 100 yard stretch is just as steep as it was when we first rode it back in the early 2000s.
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We tried a different way from going from the lunch spot back to the county road. Let’s just say that this different way did not work out. Kayla
was our wrangler and as always she did a great job even though she was the only rider who lost a hat going through brush.

Today we will be doing another all day ride — Rose Ranch. But in order to shorten it, the plan is for us to be trailered back after lunch at Rose
Ranch. It will still be a long ride but the trailer back will be nice. Rose Ranch is a long gone homestead that is only marked by a clearing and
some rock walls.

The weather has been nice enough that a few of us hardy guests have eaten all our meals outside on the cookhouse porch. Itis worth it to be
a bit cool to be able to enjoy the views.

For the past 5 years Hailey has been a wrangler and then the barn boss. This is her last year here. She is moving on to other adventures. She
brought great organization to the barn, and she will be missed. The word is Hunter will be taking over barn boss duties.

Saturday October 4

Greetings from the Bull Hill Cookhouse.
Itis 41 degrees on the cookhouse porch this morning. Slightly warmer that yesterday morning.
Yesterday was a sparking day and today promises to be also.

Today is a transition day. Most of our group is leaving today. After breakfast, Tom, Sabine, Eric, Jennifer, Alison, Kyle, their two children, and
Melore and Earl will be leaving. Carol and Mark will leave later in the morning. Les and | will be here another day. We fly home tomorrow. It
was great to see all of these friends and we hope to see them on future trips.

Yesterday we set off to Rose Ranch. We had made arrangements to be trailered back after eating lunch at Rose Ranch to shorten a long ride
but things did not go according to plan. We left the barn just after 9 am. After dropping down off the hill via the Hodoo Road we arrived at
Pence’s old homestead where we prepared to enter the forest for the ride up to Rose Ranch. But there has been serious logging there and all
our trail landmarks were gone. There were many new logging trails and none of them followed the traditional trail. We made several attempts
to find the trail but finally gave up. At just about this time, our wrangler Kayla, got kicked by a horse. She got hit right about her left ankle. It
was quite sore and swelling started. It was decided that she needed to head back to the barn. Tom, Les, and | accompanied her back. We got
back about 1 pm. The rest of the group rode up Crown Creek Road to the Rose Ranch area. They got there about 1:45, had a quick picnic
lunch and were then trailered back to the ranch. They got back about 2:45 pm. Needless to say, it was an interesting ride.

While we were waiting for the group to get back, Tom and | drove over to Ansalo Lake to see if there were any ducks there. We pulled up the
dock area and as | started to open the vehicle door, | saw a skunk right beside the car. It was facing away from us with its tail up. | quicky
closed the door, started the vehicle and we left. We decided that was the smart thing to do.

Lot of dogs around the ranch this year, Hailey has two, Kayla has one, the Moneymakers have two, Langley has three, Hunter has one, the
Beardslee’s have one, etc., etc. | am sure | missed a few. All great dogs but none of them are trail dogs. They hang around at the barn and
Cookhouse but do not go on rides.

It has been a slow trip for my birding. Part of the issue is the small window of time | have for birding after dawn at about 6:45 and breakfast at
8. Highlights include multiple Great Horned-Owls, several late Marsh Wrens and an unexpected Horned Lark at the lake.



| am sure that Les and | will do two half day rides today before we pack up for tomorrow’s travels.

Sunday October 4

Greetings from the Bull Hill Cookhouse.
Itis 34 degrees on the porch this morning. Feels a bit nippy. A beautiful canopy of stars. Dawn is more than 1 hour away as | start to write this

After many people left yesterday, Les and | did two nice Y2 day rides. Kayla was our wrangler on both rides. Her foot still bothers her when she
rides but it is nothing that keeps her down. In the morning, along with the farrier Wyatt, we did Blizzard and then around Hoodoo. Both of
these areas were affected by the fires and they look quite different. But the trails are still there and it was a nice ride. In the afternoon we did
a ride around Cougar Mountain with two guests from Arizona that had just arrived. Nice people, nice ride. And that ride ended our riding here
this week.

There were no qualifying events for the Silver Buckle Award this week. That is to say no one fell off. And that is a good thing. But we do have a
new Myrtle Award winner. The Myrtle Award goes to the person involved in an unplanned return to the barn before the scheduled end of a
ride. The new winner is our Wrangler Kayla. After getting kicked on Friday, she had to return to the barn so we have a new winner.
Congratulations Kayla.

Weather wise it was a great week. One day there was a bit of rain at lunch and yesterday our afternoon ride felt a couple of drops. But the
slickers or raincoats never were used and that is always great. It should be noted that a ride through the canyon yesterday experienced a
major downpour and got soaked. There were defiantly spotty showers around. Now that we are leaving, let it rain. It is much needed.

Last night at the cookhouse Joey and Carrie’s birthdays were celebrated. Needless to say, there were lots of family members in attendance.
Great to see everyone and have a chance to talk to them. The “little ones” are growing up quick. | do not know how long the party lasted but
when | was awake at 3 am | could hear distant voices in the parking lot.

During the summer months all of the horses get turned out to the pasture at night. But as the grass gets eaten and the temperature drops,
many of the horses know that the best grass is down at the wintering pastures near Tucker’s house. So when turned out, some of the horses
head there. Thus, they are not available to ride the next day. As a result, many of the horse that are being ridden are kept in the corral at night.
This means they are fed hay that needs to be brought up from the hay shed at the wintering pastures. Each horse eats about 30 lbs. of hay a
day.

On one hand, the fire was a major story this year but on the other hand it was a bit of a non-story. The ranch was affected during the fire and
closed for about 20 days. But it has reopened, and all systems are go. Parts of the fire reached about 50 yards from the Lonestar Cabin, but
no buildings were lost. The ranch was active on social media during the fire to let people know what was going on. But after the fire they
dropped back and took most, if not all fire related content off their Facebook page. They did not want people to think that the fire was
devastating to the area and coming here would be a terrible experience. After riding here for a week, we can say that there were areas
normally associated with the ranch that were severely burned. But more areas were not affected than were affected. There will be signs of
the fire for years but that is normal. As | was riding today through beautiful areas, | could see old, charred stumps from decades old fires.
Signs from this fire will last for decades but nature will rebuild. | have attached two pictures from yesterday. One showing an example of an
area where new vistas have opened up. And the other showing how the forest has already started to regrow with significant growth around
the base of shrubs that were burned. Fire is part of the long-term cycle of a forest. The forest will come back strong after this fire. While some
structures were lost, and that is devastating to those concerned, no lives were lost. The firefighters did an amazing job.



Les and | will be on the road before 8 am today. We fly from Spokane, through Dallas, to Philadelphia. We should be home around midnight
east coast time. When | get home, | will process pictures over the next couple of days and send out an email with links.

Future dates are posted on the website. The dates for 2026 are locked in and we will book 2027 when available. It seems incredible that it is
necessary to book that far in advance, but the ranch is popular and full. Reservations for 2027 will open on April 1 2026.



