
Saturday Morning October 6, 2017 
 

Good Morning! 

Another adventure at Bull Hill Guest Ranch begins. 

Les did some rough math on the plane ride last night at this seems to be our 26th week at the ranch. 

 

Yesterday (Friday) we had an evening flight out of Philadelphia to Denver. That gave us the day at home to pack and get 

ready for the trip. I did manage to get in a round of golf in the morning, which was nice. 

Our flight was on time and after a plane change In Denver, we flew here to Spokane. The luggage arrived promptly and 

after a quick stop at the rental car counter we were on our way about 11:30 pm. 

“On our way” consisted of a 300-yard drive to the Ramada Inn here at the Spokane Airport. We checked in and were in 

our room well before midnight Spokane time. 

 

After breakfast here at the motel, we will drive up to Colville to meet Tom and Sabine who will arrive mid-morning. If we 

are early enough, we will stop at the scenic Colville Sewage Ponds for some birding. 

After Air Plumley arrives, we will load up the rental SUV and head up to the ranch. Unless something does not go to 

plan, we will arrive in time for lunch, then unpack, change into ranch clothes, and be out for a “warm up” ride by 

midafternoon. 

 

Always good to be heading back to the ranch. 

 

 

Sunday Morning October 7, 2017 
 

Good Morning! 

The official thermometer on the cookhouse porch reads 32 degrees under a clear moonlit sky. 

 

Yesterday I wrote, “Unless something does not go to plan.” Little did we know……… 

As most of you know our son Ed is no longer on active duty with the Navy. At the beginning of February, he took two 

backpacks and commenced a solo around the world trip. He went to amazing places and had amazing adventures. On 

Labor Day weekend he passed through Philadelphia and we got to spend 2 days together. After that, he returned to San 

Diego and began working on fulfilling requirements that will allow him to begin a career as a pilot in commercial 

aviation. Last week he passed his multi engine certification. That was a major event.  Now he just needs to accumulate 

flight hours. To do that, as a member of a flying club, he rents airplanes and flies. 

 

The plan yesterday was to meet Tom and Sabine at Colville at 10:30. After I sent the morning message, Ed sent me a 

text. He wanted us to wait at the Colville Airport until 1:30 because he was flying in! 

Yes, he was flying a plane into Colville and was going to send a few days at the ranch with us. What a wonderful surprise! 

He has hoped to land about the same time as the Plumleys but the timing was not right. 

 

Tom and Sabine delayed their departure from Tacoma a bit to have a closer match with when Ed would arrive. 

All went well and by 3 pm Tom, Sabine and Ed were on the ground at Colville. It took Ed 17 hours over two days of flying 

solo to get here from San Diego. All in a small, two seat plane. 

At the airport, it took us a bit of work to get both planes into position and tied down but we got it done. The timing of 

everyone’s arrival eliminated any chance of riding that afternoon but that was OK. There will be plenty of time for riding. 

 

Once we got to the ranch, we had time to get organized and settled. Before dinner, Tom and I took on Tucker and Ed 

(standing in for Brent) in a game of horseshoes. Lots of fun, lots of laughs, but Tom and I are pretty sure they cheated 

which allowed them to end up with more points than we did. 

 

Mitch put on his usual Saturday night BBQ spectacular. Ribs, brisket and all the side dishes. A great feast that ended with 

walnut and pumpkin pies. 



“Everyone” was at the cookhouse last night. Brent, Carrie, their kids, Tucker, Hunter and Shyanne, Joe and Ericka, etc. It 

was great to see everyone. 

We were told that Pete is hanging in there and we hope to see him this week. 

 

Frankly, I expected to come to the ranch and find that it would be a quiet week in October. That is not the case. The 

place is full. There are returning guests that we know from previous years (the Moneymakers, Sharron, Kimberly, etc.) 

plus new people. Several cabins are occupied by people involved in some sort of high level shooting sports seminar. I am 

not sure of what that is all about. They are involved in activities other than riding. A few people are leaving during the 

week but others are coming in. It has been a record-breaking year here. It goes on about two more weeks and then the 

season is over. 

 

Just heard a coyote calling from the pasture as I sit here writing this. Mitch the cook says that there have been multiple 

bear and cougar sightings this year. In addition, a Bobcat was seen. 

 

Last spring I arranged for a new saddle. It was made to fit me but it will be used on a daily basis here at the ranch. Tom 

and Sabine brought it over from Tacoma with them on the plane. What a beauty. The saddle maker did a magnificent job 

and tooled it with pictures of birds and owls. I will share a few pictures when I can. 

 

Being Sunday, there is no 8 am breakfast but there is a brunch at 10 am. Then we will ride! 

 

 

Monday Morning October 9, 2017 
 

Good Morning! 

29 degrees on the thermometer this morning 

When the sun came up yesterday morning there was lots of frost around. 

I expect the same this morning. It gets light about 7 am here this time of the year. 

I woke up about 3 am and fired up the wood stove at that time. It definitely warmed up the cabin. 

 

One of the often repeated statements when we are here in June is “It is 10 degrees cooler in the shade.”  

Now that it is fall, you often hear “It is 10 degrees warmer in the sun” 

The seasons have changed. 

 

Before brunch yesterday, I drove over to the lake to do some birding. It is a quiet time of the year but it was nice to see 

the lake covered with mist and the vegetation covered with frost. 

Mitch made French toast stuffed with strawberry jam for breakfast. A real treat. 

 

Two rides went out yesterday. Madeline, Tom G’s daughter, who works as a wrangler here at this time of the year on 

weekends, took out a ride of about 8 people. I am not sure they went because when I talked to them later they were not 

sure where they went. They were mostly new riders. However, they may have gone over Cougar Mountain and that 

general area. 

Joe G took us out for a “warm-up” ride. It was Les and I, Ed, Tom and Sabine, Linda, and Shannon. The last two are 

guests we have met over the years. We did the traditional warm up ride, which is over the Kelly hump, past Barton’s 

Corner, around the back of Cougar, up the Osprey trail, past Monahan’s and then back to the ranch. Les says it was 

about 8 miles and it took us 3 hours. 

We left the barn about 11 am so we were back about two. That gave a few people time to read and nap. 

 

Hunter and Brent took off themselves to “scout for cows”. They were doing it in a truck and riding the roads up near the 

border. They never came back to the cookhouse last night. There is some thought that they actually took the day off and 

sat at Brent’s drinking beer and watching NFL football. I am not sure we will ever get confirmation of this. 

 

Mitch cooked steaks for dinner. Done on the grill they were great. 



A group of about 15 came in yesterday afternoon. They are not riders but are part of the tactical gun training camp that 

runs here a couple of times a year. It is a four-day course and it is a real financial bonus for the ranch. 

 

Ed is planning to start his trip back to San Diego tomorrow so today is the last day he will ride. We plan to ride over to 

the Moses’s Overlook for lunch. He likes the view at that spot. 

 

Margarita is the cook today. As I write this, she is going over with Mitch the plans for the day. 

Margarita is a bit frazzled. She was late coming in because she could not find her car keys at her house. Then when she 

found them, the engine light in her car came on and she got a low tire pressure warning light on her way in. 

 

Should be another crisp cool day here! 

---------------- 

Tuesday Morning October 10, 2017 Part 1 
 

Good Morning! 

40 degrees on the thermometer this morning. There is a slight cloud cover and that prevented the temperature from 

really dropping like it has the past two nights. 

Today should be nice with a high in the 60’s but the weather looks like it will deteriorate over the next several days. 

“Frozen Mix” is in the forecast between Wednesday and Sunday. 

As I write this, Margarita the cook is working in the kitchen preparing breakfast. There is a big lump on the sofa. It 

appears that Mitch the Cook might have been overserved last night and is spending the night on the sofa. 

 

Yesterday was a beautiful day for riding. Clear, crisp and cool in the morning. Then pleasantly warm in the afternoon 

sun. Layers came off as the day went on. 

Tom, Sabine, Les, Ed, and I did the “all day ride” to Moses Overlook for lunch. It was about 15 miles and took us about 5 

hours. We went without a wrangler and had no problem getting there and getting back. It was a wonderful ride and the 

views at lunch were of course spectacular. The sumac trees were bright red, which is always a treat in the fall. 

 

The rest of the riding guests went out to round up cattle. There is a truck coming in today and they need to have cattle in 

the pen at Pete’s to fill the truck. Joe took the guests up to Sleepy Hollow to find cattle. The cattle were there but would 

not cooperate. They stayed in the marshy area near the lake and had no intention of moving. Joe even got off his horse 

and tried to move them on foot. The bottom line is that the group did not bring any cattle in. They came back through 

Pepoon Canyon and had a nice ride. They got back around 5. 

Brent and Hunter got cows that were hanging around Shaffer’s and Butorac’s and moved that group to Pete’s. There are 

now enough cattle in the pen at Pete’s to fill the truck this morning. 

 

The “Tactical Class” is in full swing. We refer to them as the “gun guys”. There are about 16 of them total and the 

program is very structured. They were out yesterday morning before breakfast and did group exercises down by the 

Lonestar Cabin. Joe said the horses in the corral did not handle that well and were all wound up. The “guy guys” move as 

a group. They all show up for meals at one time and leave at one time. One minute there is no one in line for a meal and 

the next minute there is a long line.  

They were holding pistol-shooting classes out at Moses yesterday. Tucker coordinated their activities with our ride and 

there was no safety issues as we shared the area. 

 

The big event today will be Ed leaving. His plan was to spend a “few days” here with us and they are ending. It took him 

two full days in the plane to get here and he is planning to make it a three-day trip home. In addition, with weather 

coming in, he needs to get in the air and get out of here. After breakfast, Les and I will drive him down to Colville and see 

him off. Les and I will probably spend a few moments in Colville after he leaves helping the local economy. 

Les and I will get an afternoon ride in. I am not sure what Tom and Sabine plan for the day. 

 

Mitch has gotten up and is moving…….slowly. 

 



Tuesday Morning October 10, 2017 Part 2 
 

 

Still sitting here on a quiet morning, a few more things have come to mind. 

If it was June, I would be out birding but the sun is just now coming up so I am still in the cookhouse. 

 

Margarita was the cook for dinner last night. That means it was “Margarita Monday”. Great Mexican food with fresh 

ingredients from her garden! All meals are great here at the ranch but there is something special about “Margarita 

Monday” dinners. 

 

The new saddle has great leather tooling all over it. Certainly a sight to see. However, when I am riding it I don’t see 

those parts. The part I see the most is the top of the saddle horn. The artisan did special tooling on the top of the saddle 

horn of a hummingbird feeding on flowers. I took a picture of it and it is attached. Many of you will have an opportunity 

to see the saddle in person at some point but by that time my famous “death grip” on the saddle horn may have worn 

this leather tooling off. 

 

FYI – Mitch downed a cup of coffee and then headed home to “get some sleep” 

 

 
___________________________ 

 

Wednesday Morning October 11, 2017 
 

Good morning! 

36 degrees under cloudy skies. 



Chance of precipitation today. 

 

The internet is down here at the ranch. I don’t know what the problem is but until Tucker arrives in about 2 hours it will 

probably stay down. I am writing this at about 6:15 but it may not be sent for several hours. 

 

The big event for Les and I yesterday was Ed leaving. He totally surprised us by showing up on Saturday and after 

sending “several days” he needed to head back to San Diego. It will take him three days to get there. 

After breakfast, Les and I drove him down to Colville. After a couple of stops, we went to the airport where his rental 

plane was parked. He checked out the plane and fueled up. Before he took off for San Diego, he took the opportunity to 

take Les up for a short ride. (see attached).It was nice of him to do that. After that short flight, he loaded his gear and set 

off.  

Needless to say, Les and I, Tom and Sabine, and the staff who know him were thrilled to spend time with him.  

 

After Ed left, Les and I boosted the local economy and then returned to the ranch. We got back here about 12:30. 

All but one of the other riding guests were on an all-day ride to the river. The one other guest had done a morning ride 

around the lake. 

The original plan was for Les and I to do an afternoon ride but we changed that plan. Les wanted to relax and I wanted 

to do some birding. It was a nice way to spend the time before the all-day riders came back. 

 

Fun evening at the cookhouse last night. The number of riders was the same as the day and we are all getting to know 

each other. 

However, several of them will be leaving today. Sorry to see them go. 

 

“The gun guys” continue to keep their own schedule. They show up together for meals and all leave together after a 

meal. We noticed last night that they are “alcohol free”. A bit odd for this place but it must be part of the program for 

them. 

 

The ranch shipped out a truckload of cows yesterday morning. They plan to ship another truckload on Friday. There 

seems to be several groups of cows close by so it probably will not be a problem to fill that truck. However, as the 

season goes on, it will get harder and harder to find the cows. 

 

Unless the weather changes our plans, we will do an all-day ride today. In addition, we will take our slickers! 



 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thursday Morning October 12, 2017 
 

Good morning! 

28 degrees under cloudy skies. A bit nippy. 

Yesterday there was a 50% chance of precipitation. It turned out to be a sparkling mostly sunny day. So much for that 

forecast. 

Same forecast for today. 50% chance of precipitation but radar does not show any precipitation in the area. 

 

Yesterday we did the ride to Rose Ranch. It is one of our longest rides. Sabine had a couple of projects working around 

the Bullagio and chose to not ride yesterday.  

So it was Les, myself, Tom, Linda Moneymaker, Lance (the physical instructor for the “gun guys” and Joe G. A nice little 

group. 

We were in the saddles and moving at 9:30 am. We were back about 4:15 pm. Lunch was about 30 minutes at Rose 

Ranch. That ride is about 21 miles. It was a full day. 

On the way, we took a side trip to an old copper mine just off the trail into Rose Ranch. You can still see the vertical shaft 

opening and the timber structure above it. Many tailings from the mine around. A neat place! 

 

The “gun guys” continue to do their thing. They are on quite an aggressive schedule until midnight each day and we only 

see them briefly at meals. Besides field activities, they have lectures and classroom work in the Lonestar. Their physical 

instructor is only involved with them in the early morning so he rode with us yesterday. He says that the participants are 

some of the most elite amateur gun enthusiasts in the country.  



To some of the wranglers, one of them looked familiar. It turns out that he is an actor that has appeared in many films. 

His name is Ethan Suplee. I am not personally familiar with his work but the wranglers have seen several of his films. You 

can Google him. 

 

The plan today is to do “Slim’s Ride”, not the clearcuts on the backside, just the ride up the face to the lunch spot. Brent 

says the colors are great up there now. 

Another load of cattle is due to be shipped out this morning. They figure there are still about 150 pairs out there. Brent 

and Hunter will work on rounding up more today. 

 

It took a while to solve the internet problem. Tucker is the guru on that and he started his day by going to Colville to pick 

up a food order. The Navy Seals are due in next week and they can really eat! 

Tucker did not get back until about 1 pm and he realized that the electrical plug for the router, which is under the desk, 

had been kicked and was unplugged. He plugged it back in and all is well. No one is stepping up and admitting they 

kicked it. 

 

As expected three guests left yesterday morning. That leave only a small group of riders here and that is fine. The riding 

season is definitely ending. 

 

Ed is still working his way back to San Diego. He should get there today. 

 

The beverage case is well stocked this week with upscale beers. They bought some sampler cases of Sam Adams 

products at Costco and that is working out well (see attached) 

 



 
 



 

 

Friday Morning October 13, 2017 
 

Good morning! 

Walked out of the cabin this morning to find there was a light snowfall overnight. Just a dusting on the grass and other 

similar surfaces. 

It is 29 degrees out. 

There is a 50% chance of precipitation today so that goal has been reached 

There was also a 50% chance of precipitation yesterday. There were a few flurries as we saddled up about 9:30 am. Then 

it was partly sunny the rest of the day with a high in the low 50’s. Some sleet/snow moved in about 6 pm just as it was 

getting dark. 

 

There were low clouds when we left for our ride to Slim’s Overlook yesterday morning. We planned on riding to the base 

of the overlook and seeing what the conditions were. If the low clouds continued we would stay low and eat lunch at the 

base of the hill. When we got there the low clouds had moved on so up we went. If you remember it is a pretty smooth 

uphill until the final couple of hundred yards where it gets steep. That still hold trues. However, on the way down Joe G 

took us another way that smoothed out that real steep section. This was a much better way to come down and we plan 

on using it for the uphill in the future. 

We were back at the barn about 3:15. About 13 miles and about 6 hours. A nice ride. 

 

No changes in the people here yesterday. Today the “gun guys” finish up and will be out of here early afternoon. That 

will make for a quiet dinner tonight. Tomorrow the “Seals” start coming in. The full group of 36 will be here on Sunday 

after we are gone. 

 

With this weather, we are not sure what we are doing today. Mitch the Cook says it is clear down by the river but 

Margarita the Cook says it was raining hard at her nearby house. 

 

For those interested, we booked September 29 to October 7 for the 2018 Fall Trip. 

Attached is a picture of one of the horses faithfully guarding the barn door. 



 
 

 

 

 

Saturday Morning October 14, 2017 
 

Good morning! 

A bit nippy here this morning. 25 degrees on the cookhouse porch. Heavy frost on all surfaces and the puddles in the 

parking lot have a coating of ice on them. 

The sky is star filled this morning and it is nice to see the “winter” constellations. In addition, the Milky Way was easy to 

pick out. 

We have a nice supply of firewood and the cabin is toasty warm. 

 

When the sun came up yesterday morning, we saw the coating of snow. (see attached). Further down the mountain, at 

the white house, they just had rain but we got a nice layer of snow. Precipitation continued on and off all day. The 

temperature rose a bit and the snow was gone by about 10:30 am. We held off on a morning ride and wanted to do an 

afternoon ride. Nevertheless, after getting ready and getting to the barn, another wave of precipitation came in. We 

hung around the barn for a while but finally decided to hunker down in the cabins and the cookhouse the rest of the 

day. 

“It is better to be in the cookhouse, wishing you were on a horse than be on a horse wishing you were in the cookhouse” 

a wise man once said. 

 

We started a game of horseshoes about 5:30 pm but had to call it because of snow. 

 

Joe G and Erica were engaged in late September and we found out about it yesterday. They are planning a May wedding 

here at the ranch. Joe met Erica here at the ranch when she was a guest. She is a flight attendant for Alaska Airlines. 

They certainly are happy together. 

 



The Guglielmino family is celebrating Pete’s 60th birthday this weekend. The major event is a family gathering at his 

house tonight (Saturday). Last night there was a small gathering up here at the cookhouse. Pete arrived up here about 

5:30 pm and stayed until about 8:30 pm. Mitch the cook says this is only about the 4th time he made it to cookhouse this 

year. He is completely wheelchair bound. Once he got out of his mom’s car and was wheeled into the cookhouse, he was 

hoisted up into his favorite chair. (see attached). Unfortunately, it is almost impossible to understand what he is saying. 

We have been told that his speech is better in the morning but deteriorates as the day goes on. It was hard to even 

figure out the subject that he tried to talk about. It is certainly a sad situation. 

 

The gun guys departed yesterday. They were at breakfast and took bag lunches over to Moses for their activities. By 

about 2 pm they were done and they took off. One or two hung around the cookhouse until about 5 pm. They were a 

nice group but certainly kept to themselves. We had some interaction with them in the food line but that was about it. 

This upcoming week is the Seals training week and they started to come in yesterday. There were about 5 at dinner with 

us and I think more came in overnight. I heard a couple of late night cars which I assume were them. The big group 

comes in on Sunday. 

Many of you remember Iris the wrangler from our early days here at the ranch. She married one of the Seals and she, 

her husband, and their two kids arrived for dinner last night. Their two children are named Storm and Thor. It was great 

to see her again. 

 

Today will be our last day of riding. We are not sure where we will head. It should be sunny with a high in the high 40’s 

or very low 50’s. 

We have been having Joe as a wrangler most rides this week but probably not today. Erica and Joe have an “engagement 

photos” session with a professional photographer scheduled for noon today so that pretty much eliminated him from 

riding with us. 

Paul and Linda Moneymaker will be leaving this morning. That leaves only one other rider here at the ranch. That is 

Cathy who enjoys quiet simple rides. She did a ride around the lake the other day and said it was her “Super Bowl” of 

riding. We have not ridden with her this week and I am sure that will hold up today. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Sunday Morning October 15, 2017 
 

Good morning! 

33 degrees here at the ranch this morning under a starlit sky. 

Yesterday started out nippy and it never warmed up.  Even the wranglers mentioned that is was quite cool and a bit 

unseasonable. 

 

Tom, Sabine, Les, Hunter, Shyanna, and myself set off for a ride about 8:30 yesterday morning. There was a low hanging 

cloud, it was about 32 degrees and frost covered most surfaces. It was a pretty ride but many fingers and toes got cold. 

We did a combination of Hoodoo and Cougar Mountain. We were back at the barn about noon and certainly enjoyed a 

hot lunch. It was not warming up and we decided not to ride in the afternoon. It was just as well because there were 

snow showers around. 

So the morning ride was the end of the riding for our week and, with the exception of a ride or two by the Seals, it was 

the end of  the riding season for the ranch. 

 

The other three riding guests departed yesterday morning. And as the day progressed several Seals arrived. There were 

about 15 here for dinner last night. 

We are used to the ranch as a riding facility but for the Seals this is a major training facility. As the military gear arrived 

things started looking different. A large truck arrived from San Diego yesterday around dinner time and went to Pete’s. 



There the Seals, using their rental vehicles transported gear up here to the ranch. I have attached a picture of part of the 

piles of gun cases that are now on the porch. There are many other boxes and cases around.  

Several of the Seals who came in early got hunting licenses and are out this morning on a deer hunt.  

Every one of the young men we have interacted with has been pleasant and easy to engage.  

 

There was a family party at Pete’s last night celebrating his 60th birthday. Thus, all the wranglers cleared out of the 

cookhouse about 6:30 pm. 

We did out goodbyes at that time. We do not expect to see them this morning. 

 

Les and I will do our major pack up in about 45 minutes. Then we will load our rental vehicle and drive up to the Bullagio 

and transfer some items and pick up Tom and Sabine. 

We will be at breakfast about 8 am. Then we will head out. We will drop Tom and Sabine at the Colville Airport and we 

will head to Spokane for our flights home through Denver. Les and I will be home about 1 am EDT. 

 

This has been a great week of fall riding. The weather played a factor in our riding schedule but that was Ok. We did 

some great rides that will always be remembered. 

A real highlight of the week was the surprise visit of Ed at the start of the week. 

 

Unless something major happens this will be the last update I send out. I hope you have enjoyed them. 

In about a week or two I will have pictures posted and I will let you know when that happens. 



 
 



 


